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the observance of these rules of ceremonial purity was be-
lieved to increase the supply of incense.1 Apparently the
incense itself was deemed holy, for on being gathered it was
deposited in the sanctuary of the Sun, where the merchants
inspected and purchased it.2 With ancient Greek husband-
men it was a maxim that olives should always be planted
and gathered by pure boys and virgins ; the uncommon
fruitfulness of the olive-trees at Anazarbus in Cilicia was
attributed to their being tended by young and innocent
children. In default of such workers, the olive-gatherer had
to swear that he had been faithful to his own wife ; for his
fidelity was believed to ensure an abundant crop of fruit the
following year.8

Again,   the   sympathetic   relation    supposed   to    exist illicit love
between the commerce of the sexes and the fertility of the to

earth manifests itself in the belief that illicit love tends, the fruits
directly or indirectly, to mar that fertility and to blight the
crops.4 Such a belief prevails, for example, among the
Karens of Burma. They imagine that adultery or forni-
cation has a powerful influence to injure the harvest. Hence
if the crops have been bad for a year or two, and no rain
falls, the villagers set down the dearth to secret sins of this
kind, and say that the God of heaven and earth is angry
with them on that account ; and they all unite in making
an offering to appease him. Further, whenever adultery or
fornication is detected, the elders decide that the sinners
must buy a hog and kill it. Then the woman takes one
foot of the hog, and the man takes another, and they scrape
out furrows in the ground with each foot, and fill the
furrows with the blood of the hog. Next they scratch the
ground with their hands and pray : " God of heaven and
earth, God of the mountains and hills, I have destroyed the
productiveness of the country. Do not be angry with me,
do not hate me ; but have mercy on me, and compassionate
me. Now I repair the mountains, now I heal the hills, and
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